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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS’ 












































1955 1956 
iTe™ 
Mar. 19 Mer. 26 Mer. 5 Mer, 10 Mer, 17 Mer. 24 
Commodity prices, wholesale: 
DED GOMMNONF IEDs cctccsovecccsvecesacccossoenes 1947-49e100,.|  seeeeees #110,0 socecese 112.4 112.5 112.8 
FOPD PTORRSG s cesecccecsencececcesoeoccovosces cocce@orce eeessses *92.1 evovesoo 85.7 86.6 67.6 
FOOGS, PTOCOSEOI, . 66.6 ceccseeues opeeseveeces soccceeE@coce cvcecece *101.6 coccecce 9.9 99.2 99.6 
All other..... POP Terre TT TTT TiTTTTirirtrTrriy ye ecel@cnes PTTTiTy #115.6 coccceee 120.7 120.6 120.7 
22 commodities Z/ecscccsccccscucs PTTTT ITT TITTiTiTT ry? tte 66.9 89.0 69.0 69.5 69.4 9.1 
Department store s@les....ccccsces Joauviddccetedevasenes 40...4+ 108 105 104 109 106 ceccenee 
Insured unemployment, TOTHL.. ccc ccccreccseceeneeunees . thous.. 1, 681 1,616 1,661 1,644 covecees cecceces 

Stete progrems..... POT OPCVPTTTITTT TTT TTT etter sovce8@eees 1,655 1,594 1,520 1,505 eeccece cocccece 
Finance: 

Currency in cireuletlon B/..cccecsscceee ee mit, of dol,. 29,819 29,732 », 168 0,255 ,266 »,260 

Federal Reserve benk credit outstanding, tote! 3/....d0.... 24,809 25,527 25,0869 25,118 25,6 25,754 

Member benk reserve belences 5/...... eveececes cocccee8eces 16,779 16,604 18,596 18,670 18,691 19,204 
Excess reserves, estimoted 3/.....cccceeccees ccccecEOcoes 650 68) 457 487 48) 622 

Federal Reserve reporting member benks in leading cities:4/ 

Demand deposits, Od justed....cccccccsenceeee mit. of dol,. 57,861 56,282 56,250 56,417 57,605 TTT TTT 
Time deposits, except Government... -..ccecess covvceE@ec ove 21,528 21,556 21,495 21,510 21,597 gincienuaiiie 
Loans end investments (adjusted), Total... ..cccceecWcees 84,645 65,921 4,190 64,538 65,3549 svvebeee 
U. S$, Government obligeTtions.......6.++. oesese sesEBeces 4,574 53,309 26,272 26,157 28,45! vavanaw ° 
Commercial, industriel, and agr., loans (gross)...do.... 22,584 22,6357 26, 516 26,454 _ * aes eee 
Resi~estate |0ONS (GFOSS)...cecccccccsnveccveceese =r 7,402 7,452 6,224 6,254 6,287 ovdvcses 

Falliures, industrial end commerciel......ccccees ++ snumber.,. 226 232 295 268 w*~O0 208 

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.21 5.20 5.27 3.27 3.29 3.31 

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/.,.1955-348100,, 273.5 276.1 531.5 357.5 M7.1 348.2 
industrials, 420 stocks......... geeeeseesocscoecoes 0.... 6.1 312.2 382.5 389.2 401.6 403.5 

Production: 

Bituminous COO! B/..cccecesces Seeeces thous. of short tons,. 1,345 1,318 1,647 1,588 (ie: b— «ese —_— 

Electric power, by utilities... cc ccccecens mil, of kw.-nr.. 9,614 9,907 11,199 11,135 ly 2a eee 

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)... ...ccceess ++efumber,, 201,503 205,459 157,532 157,005 154,946 154,961 

Petroleum (crude) end condensate 3/....... . thous. of bbi.. 6,856 6,065 7,156 7, 162 7,153 seaouuien 

Stee! 5/...ssee seeaeabeene sesboones . thous, of short tons.. 2,275 2,262 2,459 2,462 2,477 2,449 
Percent of capacity B/..cccceccsecseceeuee PPTTTITITTitiiy #94 2 995.7 99.9 100,0 100.6 9.5 

Freight carloedings, TOTel...cccsecsccscevees thous. of cers.. 651 6” 7H 696 TTT * 
_ Miscellaneous. ...... osdalatadions setiibiaceehektusdabesed d0.... 363 | 352 | 378 373 Ee Been 


1/ Oete do not sliwnys cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesdey prices. 3/ Delly average, 4/ Wednesday dete. 5/ Week ended March 351, 1956: 
Production, 2,400 thous, shor? tons; operating rete, 97.5 percent, * Monthly index for March 1955. # Wot comperebie with 1956 rates which 


ere based on higher capacity. 


MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
































| 1955 | 1956 
Tem —---_7- re 
Jenuery | eareare T Noveaber December Jenuary February 
_— > ~ +—-- -— 4-——— oe — - 
GENERAL BUSINESS IMDICATORS 

industriel and commercial fel lures 

PO lures, POPOL ncccccccccvcvescccese TTTTTTIT TT TT number... 9” 677 945 908 |,048 1,024 
Commercial! SOPVIC@. . ccc cece ewe eee eeueeeneeeeuees d0.... 8) oo 70 73 72 62 
Construction. ....sse TTT TUT LTC liTTTiTitT Terre d0.... 87 3 iss 1% 126 141 
Manutacturing @nd MINING... . 66sec cece cccceeucuneeves 40.... 195 (68 196 191 209 202 
WTO WEE icccccccvccsscctssvecosecéscceeseseses 09.44% 456 412 462 404 535 5st) 
SOMES WEE a cccccdeserocnsccacessevecescsocenes 00.... ila 104 cry 104 106 108 

Liabilities (current), Total... ....cceccuces thous. of dol.. 57,672 42,056 42,785 41,645 42,890 49,169 
GERMOTSIOl COPIER: cccccccccecccscecccsscesecoes ee 5,154 2,244 1,2” |, 106 2,974 1,920 
EE AE AEE > PN = 8 eee eves 9,044 7,624 9,744 7,341 6,163 9,88! 
Manufacturing ond mining... ...ccccccceccececeseeees d0.... 11,636 18,922 14, 106 11,554 14,442 17,647 
POTEET! WEEWcccccccccseceevcceccossececcoccecescess 40.... 9,647 6,928 12,626 10,775 14,936 14,695 
WROTOSOIS TOGO. co ccccccccccescesoscccescceceeeseses D0. .4% 4,1 4,53 5,068 10,867 4,575 5,048 

COMMODITY PRICES } 

Consumer price index, oll Ifems..... ccc ccc cceees 1947-496 100, . 114.5 {14.5 115.0 114.7 114.6 | J/ 114.6 
AOOETO  ccccccecoceesccrececesneeececccsciecccocecses GO... 105.5 105.4 104.7 104.7 104.1 104.6 
PTT TTTITITITTirrTrTiiirirrririiiirrire te GO. 46. 110.6 110.8 109.6 109.5 109.2 108.6 

BOICY STORMS ss cccccccesccccceseccsccceccéoceceoss d0.... 106.4 106.1 | 107.8 107.7 107.5 107.5 
Fruits Od vegetables... ...cccecccecseescenrevseens d0.... 110.6 110.7 | 109.0 110.7 112.6 113.5 
Meets, poultry, Od FIGM. .cccccccccccescucsceuceees G0.... 102.4 102.5 | 97.1 94.6 93.5 93.6 

HOUSING... c.cees TITTTTLILILITLITI Titi BDecvoe 119.6 119.6 | 120.9 120.8 120.6 120.7 
GOS ONE @IOCTOICITY. ccc cece ewer eneeenneeneneuees G0...+ 109.4 109.9 11.5 1.5 i.7 114.7 
Mousetur ml Omi ng®...cccccccceccceeseneeeereeneeeeees a 104.6 104.8 104.5 105.4 102.0 102.5 
PP acncdsrscddicoerctocvesieorecscecsevedeceececie Cece 129.5 129.7 | 130.9 Si. 131.4 131.5 

TBS IGO! GOTO. cccccccccceceescsscesececdesescccsceces 00.... 126.5 126.8 | 129.8 10.2 1.7 130.9 

PETOGRDE COT Os cccccccccccccsceccsecocccccceccescceces 40.... 113.7 13.5 | 117.5 117.9 118.5 116.9 

Reading GAA FOCTOOTION. cc ccccceeeeeeneserennesees ++ 490..6. 106.9 106.4 | 106.8 106.8 107.5 107.5 

WORKPETTOTIOR s cc ccccccsccosccccccccseseccvecccoosece 60.... 127.6 127.4 | 128.5 127.5 126.6 126.9 

Se OD GES PPIs pncdicveopnecedescesercavacs Biss 119.9 119.8 | 120.6 120.6 120.6 120.9 


L/ index besed on 1955-30100 Is 191.6. 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 



































1955 1956 
(TEM a 2a = ae (roe 
Jenuery February November December Jenvery February 
COMMODITY PRICES - Continued 
Purchasing power of the doller es measured by— 
WhOLOSOI® PO ICOB.. ccc eee cereeneeeereccecseeens 19h) ~49e 100, . 9.8 9.6 69.9 69.8 89.4 1/ 9.0 
COMSUMOF PF ICES... ceccecececcserescseccesesesseseessssOness 87,5 87.5 67.0 67.2 67.5 i/ 67.5 
Pete! ! £000 Prices... cccccesecsccecreccecensesneeseessGOeues 9.4 9.3 91.1 91.3 91.6 | j/ 91.9 
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 
Construction contrects awarded, 57 States (F.W. Dodge Corp.): 
TOTE! PFOJOCTS...ccccsccccecesereeseesseesseseseres MUMBO ,, 54, 385 56,456 54,856 50,551 51,949 58,056 
Tote! v@luOTION. ....ccccceceeseccccecccccsncseeMll, Of dol.. 1,485 1,58! 1,797 1,92) 1,658 1,860 
Buliding, TOTO... ccccccccccscccscccecsesesccseseessOOsues 1,236 1,279 1, 588 1,438 1,356 1,429 
Construction contrect ewerds, (F. R, indexes): 
Total, UNO JUSTOD.... cc ccccccceccececeecceccess IM I-49nI00,, 214 227 244 244 247 p27! 
Residential, UMOd juSTOD, ...ccccccccccececweeececseee Ween. 2 265 245 255 242 p292 
TOTO!, OO jUSTOD, .cccccsvescsserccscsecceseesesesessessDOsees 260 260 270 I wo psit 
Residential, OO jUSTOG,...ccccecerseernreesscneseeeee Mees 286 295 252 275 27” p326 
Construction cost index: 
—. H, Boeckh end Associetes, everage, 20 cities: 
Apertments, hotels, end office bul idings: 
Brick end concrete.....c.eeeee+sUe S. OvQg. 1926-290100.. 2586.6 2586.6 269.1 270.1 271.2 271.6 
Brick OFC STOO! .. cc ccccccw ee nsessenearenseeesesnse DOs ees 2%4.6 254.7 265.1 266.1 267.1 267.7 
Brick ONE WOOK... cece ce were ree reeeneseseeeeewsedOsees 297.7 257.9 266.7 267.5 266.4 270.5 
Commerciel end factory bul idings: 
Brick ONO COMCTOTO, .. cc ceeceecerereneereeeeeer sees Deen 266.4 266.5 276.8 278.1 279.4 279.4 
Brick OFC STOO! .. cece were rere eeesnweeneeseeeeeeesWsans 262.5 262.6 274.4 275.5 276.5 277.3 
BriCK ONE WOOK... ce cccscececeeeereeseeseessesessstDOsess 256.2 256.5 265.2 265.7 267.2 269.0 
ig PPPTPPTITITITITITITITITIITT TTT TET 257.4 257.7 266.9 267.5 268.1 270.5 
STOO! cccvcccvccsccccecccocccccecoseesosecceseseseOOeecs 246.0 246.1 259.4 260.8 261.5 261.8 
Residences: 
DICK, ccccccccvecccccsccocesesecsosecoccesessoeeseGeses 258.4 258.6 267.4 268.0 269.1 271.2 
ig PPPPPTOTITITITITITITITITITITIITIT TTT TTT Te 252.4 252.6 261.5 261.9 262.7 265.2 
F IMANCE 
Federea! Government finance: 
Receipts, TOTB!...ccccccccsscccccecercevecsseeeMil, Of dol.. 4,655 5,954 5,527 5,357 4,915 7,158 
RECEIPTS, NOT. .cccccccccvcesesscceccscesccsesessesWsses 4,655 5,427 4,662 4,689 4,684 6,1% 
CUSTOMS. cccccccccccccccccccocccscesccsocosesseseseesOOeess 48 47 65 6 59 57 
Income and employment TOxK@S......ccccwceeceeeeeeseneWnees 5,638 4,657 4,215 5,962 3,727 5,959 
Miscellaneous internal revenue... . ccc cceeccecennnaeWMeees 716 774 1,008 679 655 944 
All Ofer TOCOIPTIS.. cece cers er eesereesesseeeser essere 40 276 240 440 275 198 
Expenditures, TOTOl...cccccccccscccsvercvsscscsseserssDOsens 4,942 4,65! 5,172 5,651 5,274 4,90 
Interest OM PUBLIC GODT... .creceseccnecsereenneneeesdenes 222 396 542 5 625 553 
Veterans’ services and benefits... ...cccccccccencensWeees 579 365 426 9408 p402 405 
Matlone! S@CUT ITY... ccccrcrccceceseccesecesseeesn esses 5,176 5,048 5,116 p3,477 5,026 p35, 170 
All OTMOF @xPONdITUT@S.,. cece ceececseencenenseasenas dns 1, 166 1,022 1,089 pi,'70 pi,29 paza 
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS 
Orgenic chemicels, production: 
Acetic acid (synthetic end netureal)...........thous, of ib.. 45,071 %, 944 47,265 47,771 6B,690 § covccecs 
Acetic anlbyOr Ide. cccccccccccccoscccscccccccceccceccce secs 67,686 0,455 75,491 80,027 77,404 oeveeves 
Acetyisalicylic acid (aspir ind... ..cccceccccceeseeceesDOeess 1, 1% 1,202 |, 585 1,006 1,225 ceeccers 
Creosote Ol bo. cc cccccecccccccccescccccceccees thous, Of gal,, 9,565 6,934 10,725 9,710 9,746 | ccccsees 
_ ae socccescccoccoceccenecereccesecerssse ets GF Bs. 9,559 9,519 10,3510 10,991 W1,992 | ceceeeee 
Ethy! acotete (O58)... ccc cece cscceccceeccnecesescenss Duane 7,5% 6,5 6,124 7,636 i meTTTTiee 
Ethylene glycol.........««< engcceccccevogegeocesoveceeOPoces 51,599 55,206 75,5355 62,575 9, 664 = 
Forma idethyde (379 HCHO)... cee ccecencccereeeeeeeeeessDnees 77,226 9,422 ri, te 107,479 iit, 69 j 
Methanol: 
Mature! (1008)... ccc ccccerccccsesececceess thous, Of gel.. 170 157 184 196 mee f eccoceses 
Synthetic (NOOB). ccc ccccccccccserersvevesserevensssOOn, 15,395 13,825 17,206 19,675 10,926 | .ccucese 
Prthalic anthydr ide... ...ccccececcccccccceccess thous, Of ID,, 25,798 24,976 29,980 29,749 *», 922 eeee 
Synthetic plastics end resin meterisis, production: 
Cellulose ecetete and mixed ester plestics: 
Sheets, rods, ONd Tubes... ..cccccccecccecese thous, Of ID,, 5,20” 3,215 5,495 4,041 SSS | sccéeove 
Molding end extrusion meter i@ls... ccc ccceeewseene ee dscns 6,906 7,177 6,54 7, 705 O,0T8 | cosccese 
Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, ond tubdeS.......6ceceee e+ OO.e.- aia 364 45i 426 519 eeccees 
Other cellulose PlasticS...ccrseccecccencereereseenesWsees 555 559 645 435 4% evecsee 
Phenolic and other ter Ocid T@SINS.....cececececceeees DOr ees M4 37,19 44,665 45,044 43,407 eves 
POLYSTYT ONG... cccccscceserscccsssessssesesceseesseesesDsene % , 860 4%, MO 48,272 47,4™ 47,002 ovovesee 
Urea ond melamine FeSINS.... ccc eee ese ceeeeeeeeeenseeedOnees 20,698 20,676 25,197 24,206 BS,4608 | cccceses 
Vimy! TOBIAS, cc ccccccccccccccccccceseseccscscesecsesseOOeses 55,782 51,650 62,200 61,265 Ps 
Alkyd TOGIAS. .ccccccsccccesvcccccscvessecsccosscesesseGOsses 31,441 51,909 M4 464 4,689 32,682 | iccsecues 
Rosin modi fF icaTlONS....cceecececssescescerseseeseeesesWenes 11,545 10,476 11,065 10,617 10,825 eessece 
FOODSTUFFS AND TOBACCO 
Livestock: 
Cettie end calves: 
Receipts, principal merkets............tThows. of enimels.. 2,522 i, 767 2,674 2,091 2,4 1,870 
Shipments, feeder, to 9 corn-belt States. ......66+0+Wre- 294 71 74 420 249 165 
$: 
Receipts, principe! markets... ...cccccecccewencceeeeBrnns 5,165 2,587 4,099 4,0%6 5,we8 5,262 
Sheep end lembs: 
Receipts, principal merkets........cccececeecewenee Wren. 1,334 1,029 1,273 1,091 1,246 aoa 
Shipments, feeder, to 9 cornm—belt States. ... 266.644 +Oeee- 226 i” 247 161 1a 121 
Measured by-wholessle prices, 46.6; consumer prices, 


r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary. 
52.2; retell tood, 45.5, 


4H a Sh 


J/ indexes based on 1955-5%-100 are as follows: 
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FOODSTUFFS AND TOBACCO - 


Cottee, visible supply 
Tobecco, menutectured products: 
Production, ToTOl...cses 
Chewing, plug, end twist..... 
SMOR ING. cceeseces 
Snult coccccoscccccoove 
Consumption (withdrawals) 
Cigarettes, smell 
Tex? @@. ccceces 
Tex-p@id...es 
Cigers, tex~-peid..... 
Menutectured tobecco and snuft, | PP - of Id.. 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


iron ore (Lake Superior d strict) 
Consumption by furneces,.. 0 » of long tons.,. 
Stocks, end of month, tote! ° 
AT FUPMBCOS. cc cececeereee 
On Leke Erie docks..... 
Pig (FON, PFODUCTION, ceccscccceecuseees thOus, Of Short Tons.,. 
Furneces, industriel, new orders, 
El@CTIF iC PrOCeSSiNg...csssceeseees 
Fuel-tired (except tor hot rolling steel!) 
Machine tools (metel-cutting types) 
NOW OF GOTS. cece ceeeeece eel. OVG. Shipments, 1945-47=100,, 
Shipments.. 


STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS 


Gless contsiners 
PrOdUCTION. .ceesseuees 
SHI PMONTS., cc ccceseereceees 
Stocks, end of month....eees 


TEXTILE PRODUCTS 


Men's eppere!, cuttings: |/ 
Tellored garments 

SUITS. cccccccccceses 

Over coats end topcoets.. 

Trousers (seperate), dress end sport 
Shirts (woven fabrics), dress end sport 
Work clothing 

Oungerees end waistband overel's 

SHITTS. weccecce 

Cotton, manutectures: | 
Spindie activity (cotton system spindies) 
Active spindies, lest working day, tote! 20, 762 
Consuming 109 percent coffon....... 19,282 
Spindie hours operated, el! fibers, tote!....mil. 9,9™ 
Average per a 49) 
Consuming 100 percent cotton 9, 184 
Operations ss percent of capacity 138.0 


’O 








r/ Revisec. |/ Dete for December 1955 cover 5 weeks; other months, 4 weeks 
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6,377 
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